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I certify that this public Bill, which originated in the Youth Legislative Assembly, has finally 

passed the Youth Legislative Assembly of New South Wales. 
  

Hamani Tanginoa, Youth Voice Coordinator 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NSW Youth Parliament 
 
 
 
 
 

Women’s Security and Empowerment Bill 2024 
 

Act no.  4, 2024 
 

A Bill for 

An Act to educate, empower and inform young people on gender-based violence and respectful 

relationships, create mechanisms to support women; and for other purposes. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I have examined this Bill and find it to correspond in all respects with the Bill as finally 

passed by the Youth Legislative Assembly. 

 

Joshua Shaw, Youth Governor of the NSW Youth Parliament
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The Youth Legislature of New South Wales enacts— 

Part 1 Preliminary 

1 Name of Act 

This Act is the Women’s Security and Empowerment Act 2024. 

2 Commencement 

This Act commences on 8 March 2025. 

3 Relationship with other Acts and laws 

This Act prevails to the extent of an inconsistency with another Act or law. 

4 Objects 

 The objects of this act are to— 

(a) equip children and young people to build and recognise healthy and respectful 

relationships, 

(b) encourage individuals to challenge inappropriate behaviour, with a focus on destigmatising 

norms,  

(c) establish a taskforce to equip educators with the skills and knowledge to effectively teach 

and support students on issues of personal violence prevention and respectful relationships, 

(d) integrate compulsory programs surrounding respectful relationships and violence 

prevention measures into both the primary and high school curriculum, and 

(e) launch a social media campaign to spread awareness surrounding violence against women 

to a youth demographic. 

5 Dictionary 

In this Act— 

anonymity means an individual’s right to not have their identity disclosed when it is 

not necessary. 

domestic abuse has the same meaning as in the Crimes (Domestic and Personal 
Violence) Act 2007. 

domestic relationship has the same meaning as in the Crimes (Domestic and 

Personal Violence) Act 2007. 

domestic violence is an abuse of power perpetrated mainly, but not only, by men 

against women both in relationship and after separation. It occurs when one partner 

attempts physically or psychologically to dominate and control the other.  

domestic violence offence has the same meaning as in the Crimes (Domestic and 

Personal Violence) Act 2007. 

personal violence offence has the same meaning as in the Crimes (Domestic and 

Personal Violence) Act 2007. 

respectful relationship involves mutual respect, support and clear communication in 

which both partners feel valued and encouraged, respecting each other’s opinions. 

stigma is the cultural and societal imposition of a negative mark or designation to an 

individual, group, or trait deemed to deviate from the norm as perceived by dominant 
consensus, leading to assignment of reduced status, discrimination, and segregation 

and enforcement of stereotypes that limit opportunities, enforce prejudice and 

irrational fear or contempt from the so-labelled groups.  
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victim survivor means someone who has experienced physical, sexual, emotional, 

psychological, or financial abuse from a current for former intimate partner or family 
member. 

Note— The Interpretation Act 1987 also contains definitions and other provisions that affect the 
interpretation of this Bill. 

Part 2 Prevention of violence against women in diverse cultures 

Division 1 Diverse culture awareness campaign  

6 Campaign 

(1) There shall be the launch of a comprehensive social media campaign aimed at 
destigmatising norms and beliefs surrounding intimate partner violence and violence 

against women specifically in diverse cultures. 

(2) The campaign must aim to address common misconception and victim-blaming attitudes 
associated with intimate partner violence by identifying different cultural perspectives 

surrounding violence against women. 

7 Methods of distribution 

The campaign will encompass a series of social media posts which display the laws and plans 

in place to break-free from intimate partner violence. 

8 Culturally diverse specific 

(1) The campaign must be aimed to educate women from culturally and linguistically diverse 

backgrounds about the different types of violence against women by defining, giving 

examples and making awareness of support available. 

(2) This must be done in multiple languages to ensure accessibility for non-English speaking 

communities. 

(3) The campaign must showcase a diverse range of women from different backgrounds, 

including— 

(a) cultural, 

(b) racial, and 

(c) socio-economic backgrounds. 

9 Call to action 

The campaign shall provide insight into support available for victims through both traditional 

and social media. 

Division 2 Accessible counselling services 

10 Easily accessible counselling services   

Through this Act, the Government shall ensure that counselling services are readily accessible 

to all women with a focus on cultural inclusivity. 

11 Requirements 

(1) These services shall have at least one female professional to provide culturally sensitive 

counselling and support to victims, ensuring these services are integrated into routine 

medical care. 

(2) These counselling services will be designed to be discreet and respectful cultural 

differences, allowing women to seek help without fear of stigma or exposure. 
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12 Anonymity   

(1) All support services will maintain strict confidentiality and privacy standards, with an 

understanding of cultural sensitivities. 

(2) Information about individuals seeking help will be kept anonymous, unless the individual 

consents to the disclosure of their identity, with special consideration given to cultural 

contexts where privacy concerns are heightened. 

Part 3  Mandatory introduction of programs in schools  

13 PDHPE syllabus curriculum 

(1) The NSW Department of Education shall revise the PDHDE curriculum for years 1 to 10 
to include comprehensive education on the signs, impacts, and prevention of violence 

against women. 

(2) This shall be in addition to the existing respectful relationship program that runs within the 

PDHPE syllabus. 

14 Consultation 

(1) The reviewed syllabus shall be input in all stages to include comprehensive education on 

the signs, impacts, and prevention of violence against women. 

(2) The Government shall consult trained professionals to help develop new programs to be 

added to the syllabus and aid in the creation of new programs.  

15 Promotion of healthy, respectful relationships that is age appropriate 

This revision shall align with the Education Act 1990 objectives, in which their aim is to equip 

students with essential life skills, whilst promoting overall wellbeing and ensuring safety.  

16 Mandatory Introduction into high school  

(1) The Department shall make changes to the PDHPE syllabus for high schools to specifically 

educate about violence against women.  

(2) Necessary educational and preventative measures must be thoroughly carried out in high 

school. 

(3) The government will extend existing programs and create new programs in high schools, 

ensuring they are mandatory for all students in years 11 and 12.  

(4) The modifications to the syllabus and mandatory programs for years 11 and 12 should come 

into action within 2 years of the commencement of this Act. 

(5) The program shall be subsidised until 31 December 2030. 

17  Partnerships with existing programs  

(1) The Government must partner with non-government organisation to gain professional 

insight into existing programs and how to carry out their mandatory introduction into 

schools.  

(2) The Government will review these programs and organisations to decide the best course 

for students to prevent and inform them of this issue.  

18 Commencement of partnership 

(1) The implementation of these partnership programs must be introduced within two years of 

the commencement of this Act. 

(2) The partnerships shall be funded until 1 January 2032. 
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19 Introduction of review taskforce 

(1) There shall be the establishment of a taskforce to ensure that teachers are equipped with 

enough knowledge of gender-based violence. 

(2) The taskforce shall be tasked with equipping educators with the necessary knowledge and 

skills to deliver gender-based violence education and respond to students. 

(3) The taskforce shall develop a state information package to be sent to all schools. 

(4) This package must be taught to all educators during a staff development day and renewed 

every year.  
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